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James Rasmussen :

James EdwinRasmussert, 66,

died peacefully at his home 0c-
tober 15, 2003 surrounded bY his

family afteraheroic battle against

lung cancer.

James was'born in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota on December

14, 1936 to the late Nina and Lillis
Rasmussen- He grew uP in the

town ofVborg, SD; and enjoYed

horses and farming adventures

with his rural friends. Jim gradu-

ated from Viborg High School in

1955 and attended Grandview
College in Des Moines and

Macalester.College.in St. Paul

where he earned an accounting

degree in 1959.
: Jim married Sandra I(aY

Jensen on JanuarY 30, 1960 at

.

Luther Memorial Church in Des

Moines. tuther, Memodal'was
their home congregation and an

importanr component:of their
lives.'Jim accepted an accounting

position at Glidden Paint Com-

pany in Chicago, lllinois, foflow-
ing mllitary duty after graduation.-

Sandra and Jim lived in ehicago
for almost three Years before Jim
accepted a position as an estima-

tor at Sandra's farnilY's bridge
business, Jensen Construction
Company of Des Moines. It is in
this position that Jim flourished.

Under his leadershiP and direc-

tion, the comPanY venjured inlo
constiucting bridges over large

rivers. Jim and his loYal emPloY-

ees became exp€rts of the Mis-
souri and other rivers in the

middle section of 'the United
States. Many of the bridges in the

Des Moines metro areawerecon-

structed under Jim's direction.
The bridge company exPanded

over the years to include related

construction ventures in mining,
truckilg, per,mit hauling, pa'ving,

road grinding and other ventures

*htch were combined under the

umbrella of The Rasmussen
Group Inc. Jim is survived by hun:
dreds of dedicated and talented
employees who were blessed by
his leadership

'', Iil 1993, Jirn was invited to
serve as a member of the Racing
Associatisn of Central Iowa
(RACD' that held' the,,license fo!
:gaming at Prairie,Meadow! in
Altoona. He was elected Chair.
man of the.Board of RACI in
1995. The racetrack had been in
bankruprcy and was a magnef for
controversy.' Nonetheless, Jim de-

cided to give of his talents, namely

hisexcellent business acumen and

integrity to help make Prairie
Meadbws successfu l. Jim donated

ftousands of hours of hard,work
over the years. During his involve-
,ment, Prairie Meadows contrib-
uted over 250 million dollars to

Polk County and local charities.
His abilities,to reach comprgmise,

face chaflenges with a,clear and

calrn head, and bring out the best
in people were invaluable assets

in his tenure with Prairie Mead-
ows. Jim retired as Chairman of
the,Board of RACI in 2003.

'' 
-Al.though,Jimlslife 

was full ,

,on a piofessiorial level; his great-
estjgy was,,family. Euringhis 43
years of,maniage to Sandra; they
were blessed with three sons,

Scott, Kurt and Jeff. While the

ahildren weri! still living'at home,,
the family enjoyed sprint car rac-
ing -w!th a car sBonsored b1.the
construction company. Jim and

S{nilra .both loved horsgs' and'

horseracing. The familY sPent

houn playing and relaxing at their

horse farm, River Ridge Ranch,

and attending races at Prairie
Meadows.'TheY also loved to ski

at. Keystone,'Colorado, and en-

joyed boating in Florida' ManY

tarynily and friends shared tlre uips

and memories. The three sons
'each maded, and the'dagghters-

in-la% Coco, I-Ynette, 'and

' Breirda" gave Jim,the joy of gtrls

in the house. Jim's six grandchil-

dren" Alei (14),'Mari-a, (1,1)'

Sanna, (9), Olivia (8), Karl (6) and
:Sammy (3) brought,him'immea-
,surablspride and joy. The family
shared endlessmemories and Pre-
cious moments together.
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