
Kathryn J. Nelson

Kathryn J. Nelson, 81, resi-
dent of the Irrn.On WesFort Sioux
Falls, SD, diedMonday, June 14,

2004 at the Sioux ValleY Hospital
Hospice Cottage.

Kathryn, daughter of lrvin
and Erma Jensen, was born Octo-
ber 9, 1922 nrural Thmer County,

SD. She attended elementarY
school in Spring Valley Township
and graduated from Hurley High
Schoolin 1940. OnMay 7,t942,
she was married to Kermit R.
Nelson in a double wedding cer-

emony atthe family farm with her

sister, Dorothy and Milo Preheim.

They dually celebrated their com-
mon anniversary many years-
one of the last on their 55th with
a family comriemorative celebra-

tion complete with flowers and

cake replicating their wedding
day. Prior to marriage, Kathryn
was employed in Viboig and
Yankton and later inWakonda and

Marion. The couple also owned
and operated an appliance store

and refrigeration service in Viborg
for several years. They resided in
Wakonda, SD, Windomr MN,

Viborg, and lvfarion, SD; After
retiring, they moved to Sioux
Falls. Her'husland, Kermit pre-
ceded her in death in 1999.

Kathryn was a member of
First Baptist Church in Viborg.
She was a past member of
Rebecca and dstern Star Lodges,
member of the Nimble Club of
Marion for 44 years, a Den
Mother and 4-H leader. For many
years sheserved on the Board of
Directors of the Sioux Falls Chap
ter of the Arnerican Parkinson's
Disease Assoc. and also the
Parkinson's Assoc. of SD - an af-
filiate of the Natiorial Parkinson's
Foundation.

Kathryn was an active and
effective advocate for Pmkinson's
patients with members of Con-
gress, and raised money for the
Partinson's organizations through
her artwork. She continued paint-
ing during advanced illness due to
Parkinssn's disease and was rec-
ognized in South Dakota art com-

petition in the senior division, In
2001, she was awarded a Senior
Achievement Award for her ac-
cbmplishments inArts and Enter-
tainment Kathryr1 was highlyre-
spected and widely loved by those
she touched with herlife. She was
admired forthe courage and grace

with which she lived with
Parkinson's Disease for over 25
years.

She is survived and loved by
two sons and two daughters: Dr.
Neil Nelson of Rhinelander, WI
and his special friend Sharon
Layton of buluth, MN, Dr. James
Nelson and wife Sue of Huron SD,
Clair Ensz and her husb4nd Mark

and Marlene Borchardt and hus-

band Max, all of Sioux Falls; two
sisters Margarqt Hofer of Vallej o,

CA and Dorothy Preheim of
Parker, SD; and Kathryn's sPecial

friend, Ned Kemp of Sioux Falls.
She also leaves 16 grandchildren,

6 great grandchildren, and manY

other relatives and friends;
Services,were held ThursdaY,

June 1?, 2004 at First Baptist
Church, Viborg with Pastor
Charles Glanzer offiqiating. Katlty
Olsen was the organist wittr spe-

cial music by the grandchildren.

lntermertwas in the BaptistCem-
etery, Viborg.
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