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After a long life ttrat touched

so many, herbigheartand strong

will leftus tateMondaY evening'

April 11, 2005. She was sur-

rounded bY her husband, children'

and'two of her eight grandchil-

dren.
' Born MaY 18, 1930, in
\Aborg, South Dakota she was ihe

otd"riuf th" foo. children of Arne

E. andAbbie S. Ixnd. Stre was the
-sister of Charles Lund (deceased)'

Richard Lund of Ruthers Glen'

Virginia, and Charlene Detweiler

oifiours, New Mexico' AProud
graduate of Newell High School

in Newell, South Dakota, Jeanne

,ott"a ai Yankton College in

1948, and after transferling'
eraduated from South Dakota

Itate UniversitY in 1952 with a

Bachelors Degee in Fashion Mer-

chandising and Textiles' She re-

maihd an aficionado of the latter

untilthe end, admiring ttre fabrics

and aecklaces of her hosPice

caregivers. '-*-int 
u v*orqo of workils

for Dayton's dePardnent store in

MinneaPolis, Jeanne Packed uP

and headed for Colorado with the

intention of making a circle drive

around the stats tofind a P]?ce to

settle. Her onlY stoP was Steam-

boat SPrings, where she went to

work ai toiveU Whiteman's boYs'

r"ncf, us tfre c.i,mP cook There she

met and manied a long time wran-

sler. Tom Willetto. After a moun-
"tain 

courtship that included chas-

il;tld horsis on storm Peak,

*? tiiti"g Hans Peak, theY mar'

ried on March 28, 1959, a tYPical

Yapa ValleY March daY'' fresh

*oo' oo the ground and a crystal

blue skY overtead. Jeanne also
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$tarted her teaching career at

Steamboat SPrings High School

as the home economics instructor'

In 1959; the farnilY nroved to

Santa Barbara, California, where

Jeanne's four chil&en werc bom
between 1960 and 1965. Carla
Willetto (Todd O'Hara) of
Fairbanks, Alaska; Abbie Wolfe
(Todd) of Anchorage, Alaska;
Thomas Willetto II (I-inda) of
Erie, Colorado; and Arne Willetto
of Erie, Colorado; aU benefited

from having Jeanne as their lov-
ing mom, as she instilled a'desire

tolearn and adventure, and make

the best of their circumstances.

The family made their way to
Durango in 1970 where Jeanne

and Tom maintained a residence

until June of 2004. From 1974

until her retirement in 1984,

Jeanne and Tom lived in Rough

Rock,Arizona on the Navejo Res-

ervation. Jeanne taughtjournalism
and home economics to many

high school students, incfuding
her own childreri. During her time
in Rough Rock, Jeanne began bird

watching in earnest. Shebeqame

very accomplished and raveled as

oftin as she.could to find new

'lifers" and nearlY wore out her

blue "Birds of North America"
reference book. Her crowns
achievement was the 202 lifers
that she saw on, or from, the one

acre in Durango. Her last daY in-

cluded seeing seven sPreciesjust

outside of her window.
After her retirement from

teaching, Jeanne returned to
Durango where she was very ac-

tive with the Association of
American UniversitY Women
(AAUWI and the Durango Bird
Club. She was a member of Christ

the King Lutheran Church in
Durango. She enjoYed good

friends, birding ofcoutse, and the

spectacular views such as the La

Plata Mtns., MissionarY Ridge,

and theAnimas ValleY.

A celebration of life get to-

gether is planned for thissummer'
Furity'tquests that memorial do-

nations mJeanne's name at€ made

to either the AAIJW, or the Sierra

Club.
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