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Esther A. Bowden, age 89,
passed away suddenly of natu-
ral causes on Tuesday, April 23,
2013. Funeral services were held
Monday, Apnl29,2013 at Our
Savior's Lutheran Church, with
a private family commiftal at
Woodlawn Cemetery. Memorials
may be directed tc the Bowden
Youth Center

Esther Alma Anderson was
born on January 16, 1924. She
was born in the fine linle town
of Jasper, Minnesota. She grew
up on a farm where their family
members were share, 

"tupp"rr,and her parents both died when
she was younger than 5 years,
old. She and her siblings were
eventr:ally asked to leave the
farm, which she did with her sis-
ter Gladys in their teens, so they
were true survivors. TheyTnoved
into town, where she wor{ed at a
restaurant and poured beer, until
Lillian Ronning pulled her out of
the beer hall to come live with
her and her husband Comad,
who eventually became her sur-
rogate parents, She, by the way,
was the first homecoming eueen
ofJasperHigh. 

'

After Jasper it was on to
Sioux Falls, working at the Air
Force Base, and dancing every
chance shs and Gladys had at the
Arkota Ballroom. Their dance
cards were ul*"y* full, and fun
was always in the wings. l

Evennrally, Chicago was

calling, so Esther and Gladys
took a train to the Cify with Big
Shoulders and on the way there,
Esthertalked with the gentlemen
sitting behind her, who turned
out to be Herb Bowden. They
hit the dance floor at the Aragon
Ballroom, fell for each other,
Herb proposed to Esther in the
coal mine at the Museum of Sci-
ence and Indusky, and they had

I toYul Qhicago wedding at rhe
Justice of the Peace with two
people in attendance,

classic one two punch in busi-
ness, comrnunity causes, reach_
ing out to everyone they could
touch, and.everything that made
Sioux Falls rhe great city it is to-
day, and in the future.

Community? What can
be said. Herb and Esther as a
team created community wealth
through leadership giving....a
term which they basically coined
for Sioux Falls. Not just time,
notjust ffeasures, but leading by
example through hard work and
giving. The Bowden Youth,Cen-
ter for the kids, Bowden Baseball
stadium at Au gustana, Volunteers
of America Reboot, Center for
Western Sfudies, Glory House,
Viborg Industrial Incubator, and
local and statewide capitol cam-
paigns that went on *d on. And
no hired outside fund-raising
"professionals".,. just elbow
grease and hard work.

And the ultimate was them
starting the Heart Club for Unit-
ed Way, which is by far the larg-
est, and finest, legacy to Herb
and Esther's lives.

Next stgp was starting a And of course Esaher,s re_world class business named lationship with Our Savior,siu-
Sgncorg in downtown Chicago, theran Ctrurch through the Ste-
where Herb ran the business and phen's Ministry ana f,er visits to
Esther ran the operations side of hundreds of people in frorplt"l,
things,'as well as the dariiUing and nursing homes tn ougfrout
task of raising four sons. ln IWA: Sioux Falls.
tl"I Tud: the decision to rno.ve She is survived by a whole
their family and the entire hrsi- uuncn or peopre trr"i'r"""-t",
ness operation to Sioux Falls, a very much-, too many to men_
coming home for them both. tion, but including t", fo* **

Herb and Esther were the _ 4i1 
3:f,* *:n# X*

,all of their children: Jessica and
husband Michael, Peter, Kristi,
Quinn, Ryan, Patrick, Tyler and
wife Jessica, Alana and husband
John, Holly, Kelly, Nick. andAn-
drew.

She was preceded in death
by her loving husband Herb. She
was. and is, loved, and will be
missed.


