
Gary Kropuenske

Gary lkopuenske, 74 for-
mer teacher and coach, died
Monday, November 22,mZl al
&e Pioneer Memorial HosPital
in Yiborg. Funerat *rvicas wiI
be 10:30am SaturdaY, Novem-
&t 27, W2l at SPring ValleY

Lutheran Church, rural Viborg.
Visitation will be 5-7pm friday
evening at the church with a

Prayer Service ar 7pm. Service

will be livestreamed at www.
facebook.com/HofmeisterJones-
FrmeralHome/. Arrangempnts by

Hofineister Jones Funeraf Home.

Gary Lynn Kro'puenske was

born on-FeL. 2, li47 in si/ux
Falls, SD to Gerald and Mar-
garet Krcpuen$ke. He was the

second of five children. He was

baptized into the Lutheran faith
in Centerville, SD and was con-
firrned in DeSmet. Gary attended

rural eleoenary schools. I{e was
proud of his showing his 4-H
calves Vith his dad. He attended

high school for 2 years in How-
ard. His family moved back to
vrborg, SD where he graduated

ftom high school ia 1965. Dur-
iryhis high school careerhe was

very active in football and'track.

He became homecoming kinghis
senior year. GarY attended Gen-

eral Beadle College in Madison,

SD where he ran cross countY
and track. He graduafed with a
bachelor's degree in Edu.cation

in 1969.
Gary began his teaclfng ca-

reer in Chester, SD followed bY

Monbose, Alcester, and Parker'

In l97l he met the love of his

life, Annet. TheY were maried
on May 26,1973 at SPing Val-

ley Lutheran Church. TheY were

blessed wi& tkee daughters'

Jennifer, Sara, and Beth.

Throughout his t€aching

carcer he also enjnYed mh-
ing wrestling, football, track,

Parker's head wrestling coach

for 15 years. He coached his
wrestling teams t0 a 115-51-1
dual record. He coached 68 state
qualifiers and 20 srate place win-
ners for the Pheasants. In 1984

and l99l he had rwo perfect sea.

sons. Gary was not only a coach,
but a mentor to his students and
athletes. He coached alt three of
his daughter's softball teams and
loved every minute of working
with all the gids on the tpams.

Gary was an active member of
Spring Valley Lutheran Church
serving as Church Council pesi-
dent and was especially proud of
being insEumental in the build-
ing pmcess of the new church af-
terthe fre. He served as aTurner
C"ounty Commissioner and on
the Tluner County Fair bmrd. He
also was a memberof the Viborg
School board.

Gary enjoyed attending all
of his daughter's and grandchil-
dren's sporting events. He was

an avid MinnesotaTkins and Vi-
tings fan, never missiag a game.

Many family vacations were
spent in Minneapolis cheering
on the Twins. Gary was passion-

ate about his farm and especially
his Charolais cattle. He was such
a people p€rson. We often joked
about if he was sanding in a line
of strangers, in five minutes he

would soon be best friends with
the person next to him. His smile
was rcntagious. He lovedteasing
the kids. Family meant the world
to him end all of his greanst
pleasures in life were time spent
toge&er. His strong faith in God
will always be an inspiration to
all ofus.

Grat€firl for having shared

his life are his wife, Annet, of
48 years; bis childr,en Jenoifer

{Brycei Olson of .Watertown,

Sara (Dave) SteYicks of Greg-
ory, and Be& (Brctt) Mellem
of Viborg; dne grandchildrcn,

Alyssa, Andresr, and.Alexis OI-
son, Aubree, Aiden, and faina
Stevicks, and Carston, Linsln,
and lawson Mellem; his mom,
Mapret Kropenske; his sib-
lings bIcjean, James (Staci),and

Keifr (Ann) Kroptrcmke; and his
brotter-in-law David Johnson
(Melisrsa); and numerous nieces

and rephews. Preccding him itr
death ae his dad, Gerald, and his

sistprMarlene.
He will be g€arly missed

but we know that one day we will
all be reunited in Heaven.
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