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David lbsen

David Arnold lbsen, ?9'

died APril 17,2016 at his home

in-Portt*A' OR. He was born

October 14, 1936 in TYler, MN to '

mother Asta and father'Harald' a

Danish Lutheran Pastor in the

Grundwigian tradition' !f:
long learning was a core Pnncr
ple of this tradition and Dalid'1

iove of learning was rooted not

only in his natural abilities but

also in his faith.

' David, the :eldest child'

grewuPwith sisters JoY andKar'

itut *ta the familY remembered

their brother Paul, who died as a

baby,from a'h"art defry1 D1lia
srew uP in various communities

icross the uPPer Midwest (Dia-

mond Lakeo'MN: Kimballton'

IA and Viborg, SD), and those

small+own memories remained

vivid. David sPoke onlY Danish

at home until he started school'

David was educated at

Grand View UniversitY, Carthage

College, the UniversitY of lowa

and the UniversitY of Michigan'

with degrees in Political science

and history. FIe served a Year in

Wasf,ington':Pe .as a congres-

;;";;;; to lowa s t#i't'i"t

ingful choices that would influ-

ence their lives and shape society'

In the 1960's David served as ad-

visor to the radical student union,

protesting the war in Vietnam'
David Pxcelled in teaching

Government and Westem Civilil
zation, in time becoming Dean of

the Social Sciences Division' At
various times he served as Presi
dent of the facultY, senate Presi-

dent, and union grievance rePre-

sentative. When David retired

from Fullerton College in 1999

he was interim President of the

College where he was highlY re-

spected for his insight into Probl
lem solving and his keen sense of
hutrlor.

Making Pottery was a hobbY

David came to love during his

years of teaching. David's Pieces

were in high demand atthe YearlY

ceramic sale.

David met his wife MistY

when she was a student in David's

American Govemment class'

MistY and David were married

in 1976;,it was a Yery close mar-

riage, emofionally, intellectually;

spirituallY'- Lt*u, Lisa, Micheal and

Andrea remember David as a

hands-on dad who was alwaYs

wi[ing to PlaY. There was camP'

ing in the-green varl' PIaYrng on

the beach, building sand castles'

David loved his gPndchildren-

David, TaYlor, TYter, Chelsea,

Hannah, KelseY' 'Breanna, Jes-

sica, NePhtaii and great-grand-

child Charlotte. He was alwaYs

good for PiggYback rides and

Ptaytime in the Pool' David a119

ioved his dogs and was Partial
to Kerry Blue Terriers, but there

;;n;h* ;ondertul dogs and

cats too.
, David's heartfelt faith sus-

tained him throughout the almost

80 years of life. David served on

First Immanuel Lutheran' Con-

gregation Council, and helPed

ia,rtt"tr their ProPertY DeveloP-

ment Task Force, alwaYs'with

a humor that lighteued s0 many
.*situations. l

He was preceded in death

by his parents, his infant broth-

er, Paul and his stepson, Steven.

David lived his life well. His fa-

vorite hymn was Beaatiful Sav'

ior, which speaks to the beaufY

of nature and beautY of God's
.'enduring love.

(This obituary is a shortened and

edited version of the message

presented by Pastor Melinda
Wagner at David's funeral on

April 23,2016)

Congressman Schwelgel: David

taught for a Year atrGland View

Colt"ge in Des Mojneswhere he

met and then married Vtginia

Marshall in 1961; they hadtwo

daushters Laura and Lisa' TheY

moieA in 1964 to Fullerton, CA'

The couPle divorced in'1974'

'David spent the rest of his

ca(eer as * 
"do"ut* 

and admin-

istrator at Fullerton College, a

large junior college with diverse

atoa"ttt. David saw the com'

munitY college as a ParticularlY

American institution built 
-on

the values of democracY' He

believed deePlY in its mission to

pre-Pare students to makE mean-
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